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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 306 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, PGOV, RH 

SUBJ: RHODESIA - MORE REPORTS ON THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT TALKS 


1 . ACCORDING TO AN "ARGUS” AFRICAN NEWS SERVICE REPORT FROM 
SALISBURY, FEB 16 AS PART OF THE AGREEMENT ON WHITE 
REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT, "IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT ALL 
FOUR PARTIES HAVE AGREED THAT THE 28 WHITE MP'S ELECTED 
UNDER THIS METHOD WILL NOT BE ABLE TO FORM A COALITION 
WITH ANOTHER MINORITY IN ORDER FOR FORM A GOVT." 

DURING A MEETING WITH THE CAPE TOWN FIVE THIS AFTERNOON, 

ON THE SUBJECT OF NAMIBIA, SAG SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, BRAND FOURIE, DESCRIBED THIS UNDERSTANDING 
AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE COMPROMISE 
REACHED IN SALISBURY ON THE WHITE REPRESENTATION ISSUE. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE SAME ARGUS REPORT, A RHODESIAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00306 161737Z 

GOVT STATEMENT ISSUED LAST NIGHT, FEB 15, SAID 
THE CONF WOULD NOT PROCEED TO DISCUSS MATTERS 
RELATING TO THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. THE REPORT SAID 
THESE MATTERS WOULD INCLUDE THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
FUTURE SECURITY FORCES, THE REVIEW OF SENTENCES OF 
POLITICAL PRISONERS, THE RELEASE OF DETAINEES AND THE 
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 
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3. COMMENT: THE UNDERSTANDING REPORTED IN PARA 1, IF 
ACCURATE, MAKES YESTERDAY'S "COMPROMISE" ON THE ISSUE OF 
WHITE REPRESENTATION LESS SUPERFICIAL THAN IT APPEARS. 

STILL, ALTHOUGH THE 28 WHITE MEMBERS WOULD, UNDER THIS 
ARRANGEMENT BE PREVENTED FROM FORMING A GOVT COALITION 
WITH A MINORITY OF BLACK MP'S, THEY WOULD PRESUMABLY RETAIN 
THE POTENTIAL TO FORM A MAIORITY VOITING BLOC WITH CONSERVATIVE 
BLACKS. 

NELSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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